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RACING TO SCHOOL NOVICES’ HURDLE (4) 2'am148y (3760 Metres)

RACE T (1) LOUIS VERON | (10) TAKE THE BOAT | (4) MASKARVEL

STRATFORD SUPPORTING RACING STAFF WEEK NOVICES’ LIMITED HANDICAP HURDLE (5) 2m70y
(3280 Metres)

RACE 2 (3) MAYDAY GAMES | (2) DUBLINOFFICECALLIN | (8) NORTHERN ROSE
KAREN POULTER HANDICAP CHASE (4) 2m213y (3410 Metres)

RACE3  (5) WHATYOUWAITINGFOR | (6) LHEUR DE GLOIRE | (3) IN THE AIR
CLEAR INSURANCE MANAGEMENT HANDICAP HURDLE (3) 2m70y (3280 Metres)
RACE4  (3) EDELAK| (1) MACHETE BEACH | (2) HOOPER

HAPPY 80th BIRTHDAY DAVID HANDICAP CHASE (4) 2%m125y (4540 Metres)
RACES  (3)TWOTOTANGO | (1) TAMARIND BAY | (2) HARRYS HOPE

19th JULY IS LADIES DAY CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS’ HANDICAP HURDLE (5) 2%m148y (3760
Metres)

rACE6 (5) OCEAN HEIGHTS | (6) RAFFLES NOBU | (4) BACKER BILK

KEY TO SYMBOLS

Top Rated: The horse with the best chance based solely on past form, specially tailored to a 0-100 scale.

Horses For Courses: A suitable track for the horse, compared to its lifetime record on similar courses as defined by Timeform's
course data.

Jockey Uplift: The engaged rider has a notably higher Timeform Jockey Ranking than those who've ridden the horse on its
most recent starts

Trainer Form: A hot trainer to follow, based on Timeform ratings-related measurements looking at the recent performance of
runners.
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24sm148y (3760 Metres)

2.0

RACE 1

RACING TO SCHOOL NOVICES’ HURDLE (4) 4yo+ £10,000

[<]:1|RACING)

Going: Good (Good to Firm in places)

Left handed, sharp; the high number of falls/unseats in recent years is due to the
size of the fences and the fact that so many races are well run. A water jump was
introduced near the winning post in March 2008, although this is not jumped on
the final circuit. The hurdles track also has more than the normal number of well-run
races, jockeys often opting to strike for home sooner than normal because of the
relatively short straight.

Pace Information: Weak

LOUIS VERON (FR) (13) 98
221 5 11-10| 74.4kg

Dan Skelton Harry Skelton
Confirmed previous promise when making the most of a good opportunity in
7-runner maiden hurdle at Warwick (2m, good to firm) 13 days ago, plenty in
hand. Remains open to improvement and looks capable of defying a penalty.

BLACK DAKOTA (IRE) (17) 56
54 7 11-3|71.2kg

Daisy Hitchins Robbie David (51b/2kg)
Winning pointer but offered little in a hunter chase/maiden hurdle for Michael
Winters last month and sold for only 5,000 gns.

COLIBRI BLEU (FR) (13) 65
3 5 11-3|71.2kg

Tom Ellis Jack Andrews
Winning pointer (beat sole rival) in early-2025 but pulled up all 3 starts in that
sphere in 2026 and finished a remote third to Louis Veron on recent Rules debut.

MASKARVEL (FR) (17) (8F) 98
24252-23 5 11-3|71.2kg

Alastair Ralph Jonathan Burke
Showed fair form in Irish bumpers (for David Harry Kelly) and stepped up
appreciably on his hurdling debut when second of 7 in 2m Huntingdon maiden

in early March. Similar form when placed both outings since, including when just
behind Take The Boat over C&D latest.

MCGRATH FROM CLUNE (IRE) (36) (D) s+t 82
051202p-0 10 11-3|71.2kg

Tom Gretton Conor O’Farrell
Poor chaser who offered little back over hurdles at Southwell last month and

faces a stiff task in a non-handicap.

PENZANCE (289) 88
3- 6 11-3]71.2kg

John Joseph Hanlon, Ireland Paddy Hanlon (51b/2kg)
Useful up to 1%m on the Flat but not at his best since joining his present yard

and didn't see his race out tried over hurdles over C&D 17 days ago. Needs a
sizeable step forward.

USYK (IRE) (17) 78
426-4 5 11-3|71.2kg

Nigel & Willy Twiston-Davies Miss Amber Jackson-Fennell (71b/3kg)
Fair in bumpers and in need of the experience when fourth of 6 in novice hurdle

over C&D (good) 17 days ago, dropping away home turn.

TEQUILA STAR (IRE)
4 10-11|685kg
Dominic Ffrench Davis
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James Davies

= Modest maiden on the Flat (stays 1m) who has stamina to prove now going
%; hurdling.
9 ANGEL OF MY DREAMS (30) h
08-2 5 10-10 | 68.0kg

David Killahena & Graeme McPherson Nick Slatter (31b/1kg)
Point bumper winner who has achieved little in 3 bumper starts under Rules, her
second place in a first-time hood and tongue strap here latest about as hollow

as they come.
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TAKE THE BOAT (IRE) (17) [x] 100
2 4 10-4653kg
Georgina Nicholls Harry Bannister

Fair performer at up to 13%m on the Flat who ran to a similar level sent hurdling
when second (finished ahead of Maskarvel) in a C&D novice 17 days ago. Leading
chance with a repeat.

B °

10 DECLARED RUNNERS

BETTING FORECAST:

2-1 Louis Veron, 11-4 Maskarvel, 3-1 Take The Boat, 14-1 Penzance, 20-1 Usyk, 33-1
Black Dakota, 50-1 bar

LOUIS VERON scored well enough at Warwick just under a fortnight ago to suggest he
can defy a penalty. Take The Boat and Maskarvel are closely matched on their recent
C&D form and look the main threats.

1.LOUIS VERON 2.TAKE THE BOAT 3. MASKARVEL

WINNERS IN PREVIOUS YEARS:

2025 Sergeant Fury 5-11-10 6-5f  Harry Derham
2024 Juan Bermudez 5-11-10 5-6f  Dan Skelton
2024" Go Go Chicago 7-11-3 10-11f David Killahena & Graeme McPherson

Paul O'Brien 6
Harry Skelton 10
Kielan Woods

‘

SMART STATS:

No Smart Stats available for this race
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el £7,650 2m70y (3280 Metres)

STRATFORD SUPPORTING RACING STAFF WEEK NOVICES’
LIMITED HANDICAP HURDLE (5) 4yo+ (Rated 0-95)

Going: Good (Good to Firm in places)

Left handed, sharp; the high number of falls/unseats in recent years is due to the
size of the fences and the fact that so many races are well run. A water jump was
introduced near the winning post in March 2008, although this is not jumped on
the final circuit. The hurdles track also has more than the normal number of well-run
races, jockeys often opting to strike for home sooner than normal because of the
relatively short straight.

Pace Information: Even

BUXTED REEL (IRE) (27) 96
64/3436-8 7 11-12|753kg

Tom Lacey Stan Sheppard
Three-time winner on the all-weather, including at Chelmsford on final outing

in 2025. Also showed some promise over hurdles but needs to leave Warwick
reappearance well behind.

DUBLINOFFICECALLIN (34) (8F) @ 100
466071-7 5 11-12|753kg
Kerry Lee Conor O’Farrell

Suited by a step up in trip when making a winning start to his handicap career at
Perth in April. Testing conditions perhaps to blame there since so worth another
chance despite the drop back in trip being a slight concern. First run for yard
after leaving Ewan Whillans (sold for £15,000).

MAYDAY GAMES (IRE) (254) 93
4POPP/FO- 7 11-8|73.5kg

Shaun Lycett Brendan Powell
Still a maiden but starts out for in-form yard on a potentially good mark. Could

be worth chancing.

GIDDYUPADINGDONG (IRE) (23) t 91
P84-5 6 11-7|73.0kg

Neil Mulholland Bradley Harris (31b/1kg)
Made a winning debut in bumpers for Milton Harris but well held over hurdles
since having missed over 2 years.

ESTATE PLANNING (IRE) (132) 93
33/768405- 5 11-7|73.0kg

Bernard Llewellyn Ben Jones
Signs of temperament (refused to race once) and below par last season.

HELLION (IRE) (61) s 95

98- 4 11-1]703kg

Donald McCain William Maggs (31b/1kg)
Third in 2 novices (both at around 1%m) on the Flat last year for Brian Meehan.

No show so far over hurdles (had breathing operation prior to latest start) but
makes handicap debut in a weak race and could make more of an impact in
first-time headgear.

PAPA 0SCAR (39) h 20
P6-5 4 11-0|69.9kg

Clare Hobson Dylan Johnston
Limited on the Flat and well held all 3 starts over hurdles.

NORTHERN ROSE (IRE) (241) st [%] 100
294P8232- 6 10-13|69.4kg

Gary Hanmer James Davies
Still looking for first success but was in good form when last seen in the autumn.
Likely to be in the mix again.

KOTGAR (IRE) (83) s 93
2P6/647P5- 5 10-12|68.9kg

Mrs C. Williams Conor Ring
Regressed further over hurdles last season and headgear needs to have a
dramatic effect.
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COSMICSPIRIT (117) h 79
0809- 4 10-7]66.7kg
Ben Case Mr Joseph Stevenson (71b/3kg)

No form on Flat/over hurdles.

0 °
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1 HOPJES (SAF) (25) t 79
74/UP0-9 7 10-5(10-4) | 65.8kg (65.3kg)
&  Harriet Dickin James Best
<l> Poor Flat maiden who has offered little in this sphere.
12 PINK WALLS (39) h 79
PO-P 6 10-5(9-12) | 65.8kg (62.6kq)
&  Michael Mullineaux K. Brogan
@ Poor maiden on Flat and no form over hurdles after an absence.

12 DECLARED RUNNERS

BETTING FORECAST:

7-2 Northern Rose, 7-2 Dublinofficecallin, 13-2 Buxted Reel, 7-1 Hellion, 12-1 Mayday
Games, 12-1 Kotgar, 12-1 Estate Planning, 22-1 Giddyupadingdong, 33-1 Papa Oscar,

66-1 bar

MAYDAY GAMES is potentially interesting off a career-low mark on the back of a stable
switch (new yard 2 Flat wins from handful of recent runners). Dublinofficecallin and
Northern Rose are others to consider.

1. MAYDAY GAMES 2. DUBLINOFFICECALLIN 3. NORTHERN ROSE

WINNERS IN PREVIOUS YEARS:

2025 Al Mootamarid 4-11-4 7-2 Dominic Elsworth Robert Dunne 12
2024 Come On Nia 5-11-8 9-2  Andrew Martin James Martin (5) 10
2024 Climate Precedent 4-11-10 3-1jf  Dan Skelton Harry Skelton 10

SMART STATS:
No Smart Stats available for this race
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3 1 5 KAREN POULTER HANDICAP CHASE (4) 5yo+ (Rated 0-120)
i £10,650 2m213y (3410 Metres)

RACE 3

Going: Good (Good to Firm in places)

Left handed, sharp; the high number of falls/unseats in recent years is due to the
size of the fences and the fact that so many races are well run. A water jump was
introduced near the winning post in March 2008, although this is not jumped on
the final circuit. The hurdles track also has more than the normal number of well-run
races, jockeys often opting to strike for home sooner than normal because of the
relatively short straight.

Pace Information: Weak

1 SEEYOUINMYDREAMS (21) (D, BF) h+t 94
412322-13 8 12-0|76.2kg
& Tomeéllis Jack Andrews

Capitalised on a big drop in grade when landing odds of 4/9 in selling hurdle
at Hexham (2m) last month (sold from Paul Nicholls for £26,000). Did too much
wrong when well-held third of 4 back chasing for just a second time at Plumpton
(17, good) since but remains with potential in this sphere.

2 NIBRAS GOLD (IRE) (24) (8F) s 98
2205/39-2 8 12:0|76.2kg

@ James Owen Jonathan Burke
Dual-purpose performer who scored twice on the Flat last summer. Made a
good return from 8 months off when second of 7 over fences at Bangor (17,
good) 24 days ago. Same mark today so should be very competitive.

3 INTHE AIR (FR) (17) (cD) 97
N21217-4 8 12-0|76.22kg

Alastair Ralph Ciaran Gethings
Won 3 times in handicap chases in the first half of last season, including C&D. A
couple of hurdle outings in recent months should have put him spot on for this
return to fences.

NOT SO SOBERS (42) (D) h 98
14247/50-1 7 11-4|71.7kg
David Killahena & Graeme McPherson David Bass

Bumper winner who came good over hurdles at Hereford (2m, good) last month
and followed up back on the Flat at Catterick (2m, good to firm since) since. This
thriving 7-y-o now tackles fences for the first time.

WHATYOUWAITINGFOR (IRE) (30) @ 100
22212233 5 11-0]69.9kg
Charlie Longsdon Gavin Sheehan

Maiden hurdle winner for the Twiston-Davies yard last summer. This front-runner
has been a bit too error-prone for his own good switched to fences by new yard
this spring but his latest C&D third has been boosted. Capable of winning off this
mark if he can keep the mistakes down.

LHEUR DE GLOIRE (FR) (19) (D) t 98
58566-41 5 10-9|67.6kg
Ben Pauling Ben Jones

Made a winning start to his chase career in 17f Market Rasen novice handicap
(good) 19 days ago. Entitled to improve.

BOOM BOOM (IRE) (17) (cD) t 90
P/31187p-P 8 10-2(9-5) | 64.4kg (59.4kg)
Rob Summers Robert Dunne

Showed plenty of ability remains when landing back-to-back course handicaps
(including this trip) but has looked one with problems since, including pulling up
here on recent return from a break. A long way out of the handicap.

7 DECLARED RUNNERS

BETTING FORECAST:
5-2 Lheur De Gloire, 4-1 Nibras Gold, 6-1 Whatyouwaitingfor, 13-2 Not So Sobers, 8-1
Seeyouinmydreams, 17-2 In The Air, 25-1 Boom Boom

TIMEFORM VIEW:

WHATYOUWAITINGFOR isn't one for maximum stakes given he’s shown a tendency to
hit the odd one in his chase career to date but he almost certainly has a race in him off
this mark if he can iron out the mistakes. Lheur de Gloire is open to progress on the back
of his chase debut success, while better can also be expected from In The Air now
returned to fences.

TIMEFORM 1-2-3:

1. WHATYOUWAITINGFOR 2.LHEUR DE GLOIRE 3.INTHE AIR

SMART STATS:
No Smart Stats available for this race
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CLEAR INSURANCE MANAGEMENT HANDICAP HURDLE (3)

3 [ 5 o 4 9
yo+ (Rated 0-140) £14,650 2m70y (3280 Metres)
[<:{|RACING)

Going: Good (Good to Firm in places)

Left handed, sharp; the high number of falls/unseats in recent years is due to the
size of the fences and the fact that so many races are well run. A water jump was
introduced near the winning post in March 2008, although this is not jumped on
the final circuit. The hurdles track also has more than the normal number of well-run
races, jockeys often opting to strike for home sooner than normal because of the
relatively short straight.

Pace Information: Weak

MACHETE BEACH (17) (C,D) 929
3-1 5 11-10| 74.4kg
Jamie Snowden Gavin Sheehan

Fairly useful Flat performer who made it 2 wins from 3 over hurdles when
defying a penalty in a C&D novice last time. The form of that win will be tested
in the opening race on this card, but he's improving and may again be able to
dictate on handicap debut.

HOOPER (37) (cD) t 97
49P/5 10 11-4|71.7kg
Nigel & Willy Twiston-Davies Miss Amber Jackson-Fennell (71b/3kg)

Lost his way for the Nicky Henderson yard and is now tried in a first-time tongue
strap, having gone with little encouragement on recent comeback/stable debut.

EDELAK (IRE) (28) s [%] 100
6-21 4 11-2|708kg
Dan Skelton Harry Skelton

Progressive sort on the level in Ireland who looked a fairly useful handicapper
in the making when landing the odds with a minimum of fuss at Huntingdon
second time up over hurdles. Remains potentially well treated on his Flat form
and is fancied to land the double on handicap bow.

B: "o O

3 DECLARED RUNNERS

BETTING FORECAST:

10-11 Edelak, 5-4 Machete Beach, 16-1 Hooper

TIMEFORM VIEW:

This looks a match between handicap debutants EDELAK and Machete Beach, with
marginal preference for Dan Skelton’s improving 4-y-o.

TIMEFORM 1-2-3:

1. EDELAK 2. MACHETE BEACH 3.HOOPER

WINNERS IN PREVIOUS YEARS:

2025 Carrigeen Kampala 7-11-0 10-11f Fergal O'Brien Jonathan Burke 4
2024 Donnie Azoff 8-11-0 12-1  Jamie Snowden Gavin Sheehan 9
2022 Glimpse of Gold 11-12-0 9-2  Sarah Humphrey Jay Tidball (7) 7
2021 Hooper 5-11-7 5-6f  Nicky Henderson Ben Ffrench Davis (7) 6

SMART STATS:
No Smart Stats available for this race
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HAPPY 80th BIRTHDAY DAVID HANDICAP CHASE (4) 5yo+

4030 !
(Rated 0-120) £9,150 234m125y (4540 Metres)
‘ [<:{|RACING)

Going: Good (Good to Firm in places)

Left handed, sharp; the high number of falls/unseats in recent years is due to the
size of the fences and the fact that so many races are well run. A water jump was
introduced near the winning post in March 2008, although this is not jumped on
the final circuit. The hurdles track also has more than the normal number of well-run
races, jockeys often opting to strike for home sooner than normal because of the
relatively short straight.

Pace Information: Very Weak

TAMARIND BAY (IRE) (77) 95
33P42323- 6 12-0|76.2kg
Mickey Bowen Sean Bowen

Fair maiden hurdler. Ran up to best back in a handicap when third of 8 at
Newcastle (2%4m, good) in March. Interesting chase newcomer for yard which is
enjoying another good start to a season.

HARRYS HOPE (IRE) (235) (cD) 99
2P/211220- 8 11-12|753kg
Ben Pauling Ben Jones

Strong-travelling mare who won 3m handicap chases at Warwick and Uttoxeter
last June. Let down by her jumping a in a big-field race at Cheltenham in
October but capable of bouncing back if ready to roll after 7 months off.

TWO TO TANGO (17) (C,BF) s [x] 100
3/232213-2 8 11-672.6kg
Emma Lavelle Charlie Todd

Off the mark in this sphere at the fourth time of asking when gamely seeing off
his 4 rivals with first-time cheekpieces enlisted here (19f) in March. Another good
Stratford effort when second of 5 over 21f on good 17 days ago. Likely to stay this
slightly longer trip around here. Bold show likely.

MIX OF CLOVER (17) () s 98
327361P-3 12 11-3|71.2kg
Alastair Ralph Tom Broughton (31b/1kg)

Inconsistent veteran who bounced back to form to justify support in 5-runner
21f course handicap (good) last October. Below-form third on course return (21f,
good again) 17 days ago, losing place completely before plugging on again.

GRILLON DE MONTY (FR) (30) (D) h 98
2615140-2 11 11-1|703kg
Stephen Allen Lewis Stones (31b/1kg)

Won twice over 23f at Worcester last summer. Good return from a break when
second of 6 over C&D (good to soft) last month.
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5 DECLARED RUNNERS

BETTING FORECAST:

11-8 Two To Tango, 5-1 Harrys Hope, 5-1 Mix of Clover, 6-1 Grillon De Monty, 6-1
Tamarind Bay
TIMEFORM VIEW:

TWO TO TANGO is selected to land a second Stratford chase success, perhaps at the
expense of Mickey Bowen chase newcomer Tamarind Bay. Harrys Hope was successful
twice last June but this is her first outing for 7 months.

TIMEFORM 1-2-3:
1.TWO TO TANGO 2.TAMARIND BAY 3.HARRYS HOPE

WINNERS IN PREVIOUS YEARS:

2025 Gateau de Miel 9-11-9 12-1  Barry Brennan Tom Broughton (5) 6
2024 Bbold 10-11-3 3-1f  Daisy Hitchins Harry Reed 8
2023 Do It For Thy Sen 9-12-4 10-11f Kerry Lee Sam Twiston-Davies 5
2022 Ahead of Schedule 7-10-6 8-1 Nikki Evans Shane Quinlan (5) 7
2021 Franz Klammer 9-10-3 13-2  Peter Pritchard Alexander Thorne (5) 9

SMART STATS:
No Smart Stats available for this race
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19th JULY IS LADIES DAY CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS’ HANDICAP
HURDLE (5) 4yo+ (Rated 0-105) £7,150 2'2m148y (3760
Metres)

Going: Good (Good to Firm in places)

Left handed, sharp; the high number of falls/unseats in recent years is due to the
size of the fences and the fact that so many races are well run. A water jump was
introduced near the winning post in March 2008, although this is not jumped on
the final circuit. The hurdles track also has more than the normal number of well-run
races, jockeys often opting to strike for home sooner than normal because of the
relatively short straight.

Pace Information: Weak

HICONIC(33) (O t 98
314/743P-4 9 12-0|76.2kg
Alex Hales Tom Broughton

Finished first/third in 2 starts at this track and arrives on the back of one of her
best efforts over hurdles when fourth in a better race at Fontwell (19f) last time.

STAY IN THE GAME (IRE) (3) 98
4PF0-9133 5 11-13|75.7kg

John Joseph Hanlon, Ireland Non Runner
NON RUNNER.

SAINT POLO (FR) (33) (8F) s+t 98
6785923-7 6 11-8|73.5kg

Jennie Candlish Luke Scott (3Ib/1kg)

Making handicap debut when gambled-on second at Sedgefield on penultimate
hurdle start, and while that form doesn’t look particularly robust, he was again
well found in the market when well beaten on chasing debut at Fontwell last
time. Tongue strap applied.

BACKER BILK (28) 97
7-23 4 11-1]703kg
David Killahena & Graeme McPherson Nick Slatter

Modest 1%m winner on the Flat who ran his best race over hurdles when third
on qualifying run at Huntingdon and is entitled to make more impact now
handicapping, especially if allowed the run of the race.

OCEAN HEIGHTS (20) (© v+t [x] 100
33/6-3 9 10-11|68.5kg
David Pipe Paddy Hanlon

Course bumper winner who is without success in 8 starts over hurdles, but he
ran respectably when never-nearer third on recent reappearance at Newton
Abbot and looks well worth another chance off a 1 Ib lower mark.

RAFFLES NOBU (FR) (5) b+t 99
44364-P34 6 10-11|68.5kg
Nick Scholfield Jack Stenhouse (71b/3kg)

o "B "o o T @ T e

20 Ib lower than for 2025/26 reappearance) and is expected to go close on the

‘ Hasn't recaptured his best for current yard but continues to fall in weights (now
back of his best effort in a while when fourth at Worcester (2m) 5 days ago.

6 DECLARED RUNNERS

BETTING FORECAST:

11-4 Raffles Nobu, 3-1 Backer Bilk, 7-2 Ocean Heights, 5-1 Hiconic, 13-2 Saint Polo

TIMEFORM VIEW:

Course winner OCEAN HEIGHTS and Raffles Nobu have both fallen to handy marks, but
David Pipe’s charge is narrowly preferred in a trappy race. Handicap debutant Backer
Bilk is a danger if allowed to dictate.

TIMEFORM 1-2-3:

1. OCEAN HEIGHTS 2.RAFFLES NOBU 3.BACKER BILK

WINNERS IN PREVIOUS YEARS:

2025 Juan Bermudez 6-12-0 6-5jf  Henry Oliver Dylan Johnston 6
2024 Cawthorne Cracker 5-10-2 7-2 Oliver Greenall & Josh Guerriero  Toby Wynne (3) 8
2023 Sufi9-11-7 14-1  Milton Harris Bradley Harris (3) 8
2022 Appreciate 4-11-5 9-4  Milton Harris Mitchell Bastyan (3) 9
2021 Shanandoa 10-10-5 3-1  David Brace Jack Tudor 12

SMART STATS:

No Smart Stats available for this race
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